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SPENBOROUGH  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

1944 

Elm  Bank ,  Cleckheaton 

September,  1945 

To  the  Ch airman  and  Members 

of  the  Public  Health  Committee. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  the  Annual  Report 
relating  to  the  Urban  District  of  Spenborough,  and  the 
work  of  the  Health  Department  for  the  year  1944. 

At  the  request  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  the  report  is 
again  presented  in  abbreviated  form. 

On  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  side  of  the  work  it 
is  gratifying  to  note  that  various  new  records  for  the  district 
were  established. 

The  total  number  of  births  notified  (596),  the  number  of 
mothers  attending  the  Council’s  Ante-Natal  Clinics  (383),  the 
number  of  visits  made  by  children  to  the  Child  Welfare 
Clinics  (7,386),  and  the  number  of  home  visits  made  by  the 
Health  Visitors  (6,477),  all  showed  substantial  increases 
over  the  corresponding  figures  for  any  single  year  since 
Spenborough  was  enlarged  to  its  present  boundaries.  The 
birth  rate  was  17.2,  and  the  death  rate  13.7. 

The  health  of  the  people  was  well  maintained  in  this  the 
fifth  year  of  the  war,  but  one  cannot  view  with  equanimity 
the  wide-spread  occurrence  of  cases  of  epidemic  diarrhoea, 
which  has  been  noted.  It  is  true  that  most  of  the  cases 
observed  have  been  of  a  mild  nature,  but  the  problem  is,  none 
the  less,  one  for  serious  investigation. 

Owing  to  war-time  conditions  the  work  associated  with 
housing  was  once  again  limited,  but  with  that  exception  there 
has  been  no  restriction  of  any  of  the  health  services  during 
the  year. 

In  conclusion  I  should  like  to  say  how  greatly  I  appreciate 
the  assistance  and  support  given  me  by  the  Chairmen,  the 
Vice-Chairmen  and  members  of  the  Health  and  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  Committees,  and  I  should  also  like  to  pay 
tribute  to  the  staff  of  the  Health  Department  for  their  un¬ 
failing  loyalty,  consideration  and  support. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman,  ladies  and  gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  B.  McKINNEY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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Section  I 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

Statistics 

Area  8,253  acres. 

Population  (A)  Census  1931 — 30,963. 

( B )  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  resident 
population  mid.  1944 — 34,040. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses — 11,963. 

Rateable  value — £174,448. 

Product  of  Penny  Rate — £657. 


Summary  of  Vital  Statistics  : 


Live  Births — 
Legitimate 
Illegitimate 

Total 

571 

14 

M 

296 

5 

F 

275 

9 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000 
of  the  estimated 
resident  population 
17.2 

Still  Births — 

Rate  per  1,000  total 

Legitimate 

9 

1 

8 

(Live  and  Still)  Births 

Illegitimate 

2 

— 

2 

18.4 

Deaths 

466 

254 

212 

Death  Rate  per  1,000 
of  the  estimated 
population  13.7 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes — Nil 
Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age 


(Legitimate  27.  Illegitimate  1) 

...  28 

Rate  per  1,000  live  births 

...  47.9 

Rate  of  legitimate  infants  per  1,000 

legitimate  live  births 

...  47.3 

Rate  of  illegitimate  infants  per  1,000 

illegitimate  live  births 

...  71.4 

Deaths  from  Cancer 

86 

Diphtheria... 

1 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 

3 

Respiratory  T uberculosis ... 

...  10 

Non- Respiratory  Tuberculosis  ... 

3 

POPULATION 

The  population  of  the  original  Urban  District  of 
Spenborough  at  the  1931  census  was  30,963.  The  Registrar 
General’s  estimate  of  the  population  of  the  enlarged  Urban 
District  of  Spenborough  for  the  middle  of  1944  is  34,040,  and 
this  figure  is  used  throughout  this  report  in  calculating  rates. 
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BIRTHS 

The  number  of  births  registered  in  the  area  during  1944 
was  260.  In  addition  many  births  took  place  in  hospitals  and 
nursing  homes  outside  the  district,  bringing  the  total  births 
belonging  to  Spenborough  to  596,  of  which  302  were  boys  and 
294  girls. 

The  birth  rate  was  17.2  compared  with  13.8  in  1943. 

There  were  16  illegitimate  births  and  11  stillbirths. 

Table  II  shows  the  wards  in  which  children  whose  births 
were  registered  in  the  district  were  born. 

TABLE  II 


Births  registered  in  the  District 

Males 

Females 

Roberttown  and  Norristhorpe 

...  21 

12 

Huns  worth  and  Oakenshaw 

...  12 

14 

Spen  and  Littletown... 

...  10 

8 

Millbridge 

...  11 

7 

Scholes 

8 

11 

Hightown  and  Hartshead  ... 

...  5 

16 

Birkenshaw  and  Gomersal  ... 

...  36 

43 

Cleckheaton  East 

.:.  10 

20 

Cleckheaton  West 

DEATHS 

...  15 

4 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  district  during 
1944  was  329.  From  this  must  be  deducted  6  deaths  of 
persons  resident  outside  the  district  who  died  within  its 
boundaries,  and  to  them  must  be  added  143  deaths  of 
residents  who  died  elsewhere,  thus  giving  a  net  figure  of  466 
deaths  relating  to  Spenborough.  Of  these  148  were  due  to 
diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulatory  system,  and  86  due  to 
cancer. 

Table  I  shows  an  analysis  of  the  mortality  rates  from 
various  diseases  in  Spenborough  compared  with  those 
occurring  in  other  districts,  whilst  Table  III  gives  the  causes 
of  and  ages  at  death,  and  Table  IV  summarises  the  vital 
statistics  of  the  area  for  the  past  six  years.  The  infantile 
mortality  rate  was  47.9  which  is  slightly  above  that  for 
England  and  Wales  (46).  Table  V  summarises  the  causes  of 
death  in  infants  under  1  year,  from  which  it  will  be  observed 
that  about  50%  of  the  deaths  were  due  to  prematurity  and 
congenital  debility,  and  all  of  these  occurred  during  the  first 
month  of  life.  There  were  no  maternal  deaths  in  Spenborough 
during  1944,  this  being  the  sixth  occasion  in  the  past  ten 
years  that  no  deaths  have  occurred  in  childbirth.  Table  VI 
gives  the  figures  for  infantile  and  maternal  mortality  for  the 
past  20  years. 


Table  I.— Birth  Rates,  Death  Rates,  Analysis  of  Mortality,  Maternal  Death  Rate  of 
Spenborough  Urban  District,  compared  with  those  of  other  areas 


7 


o 

-♦«* 

u  •  -« 

«  CQ 

^9A  9U0 
J9pun 

sq;n9Q  ]B}ox 

Tt- 

CM 

‘O 

a, 

<u 
<D  > 

+-> .  G 

SJU9X  omx 

oc 

rn 

a 

J9pun  si;u9}ug 

tb 

pun  B90qjiBIQ 

cn 

-*1- 


4-  LO 


o 

—t 

H 

< 

p 

p 

cu 

O 

CU 

o 

o 

o 


<u 

cl 

w 

H 

Dh 

x 

H 

w 

Q 

p 

<; 

p 

z 

z 

<3 


Bzngnquj 

012 

o-io 

Oil 

003 

BugqidiQ 

002 

0-03 

003 

0-03 

qSnoo 

Suidooq^w 

0'05 

0-03 

0-02 

000 

J9A9j[  }9JJBDS 

o  o  o  o 

o  o  o  o 

o  o  o  o 

S9JSB9JM 

001 

001 

o-oi 

000 

XOJ-nBtUS 

o  o  o  o 

o  o  p  o 

o  o  o  o 

ptoqd^x  BJBJ 
puB  pioqd^x 

f 

000 

00-0 

000 

00-0 

py 


<n 


■X 

CM 


cb 


o 
o 
(U  o 


c 

o 


*33 

™  o  a 

K  ^  H  a 

Cu 


<u 

C, 


in 

J3 


CO 


CQ 


o 

U-> 


M" 

vO 


vO 

o 


c^i 

CO 


to 

>  +-> 
•  —>  JH 


p 

c^- 


co 

o 

cm 


<T> 

O 

CM 


CM 

C'- 


JD 

aS 

£ 

X 

G 

aJ 

X 

G 

"bJO 

G 

w 


to 

rG 

W> 

3 

O 

lH 

o 

CQ 


<u 

»-4 

a 


G 

G 

O 

U 


vO 

CM 


XI 

G 

c* 


G 
O 
X 
G 
O 

tuo 
G 

•  FH 

X 
3 

~o 

.2  oo 


(/)  -M 

G  G 
>  w 

S.’S 
H  £ 

Oh 

<d  X 

X  <u 


O  to 
-P  3 
O  £ 

8  S 

8-u 

in  ^ 
cm  ^ 


aj 


6  s 

co  .5 


CtJ 

o 

o 

o 

o' 

X 


3 

cl''  __ 
n  x 
(?  OCT' 

CL  +j  ih 


& 

W) 

s 

o 

u 

© 

a 

<u 

a 


Abortion  Abortion  Puerperal 

The  Maternal  Mortality  Rates  for  with  Sepsis,  without  Sepsis.  Sepsis.  Other.  Total 

England  and  Wales  are  (per  1000  Total  Birrhs)  0*31  0  09  0.28  1.25  1.93 

The  Maternal  Mortality  Rates  for 

Spenborough  are  (per  1000  Total  Births)  Nil  Nil  Nil  Nil  Nil 
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Table  III. 

CAUSES  OF,  AND  AGES  AT  DEATH, 
DURING  THE  YEAR  1944 


Causes  of  Death 

All  Ages 

Under  1  year 

1  and  under  5  years  |; 

5  and  under  15  years  | 

15  and  under  25  years 

25  and  under  45  years 

45  and  under  65  years 

65  years  and  over 

Males 

Females 

Deaths  in  Institutions 

Diphtheria 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis  .... 

10 

6 

3 

1 

8 

2 

2 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

3 

1 

2 

3 

3 

Syphilitic  Disease 

1 

1 

1 

Influenza 

1 

1 

1 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  .... 

1 

1 

1 

Cancer 

86 

1 

1 

43 

41 

44 

42 

22 

Diabetes 

6 

2 

4 

3 

3 

3 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

60 

14 

46 

31 

29 

13 

Heart  Disease  ....  _ 

128 

1 

2 

28 

97 

71 

57 

29 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

20 

5 

15 

10 

10 

4 

Bronchitis 

20 

2 

1 

5 

12 

13 

7 

1 

Pneumonia 

11 

5 

1 

1 

2 

2 

6 

5 

6 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

7 

1 

4 

2 

2 

5 

4 

Peptic  Ulcer 

3 

1 

2 

3 

2 

Diarrhoea 

3 

3 

2 

1 

3 

Appendicitis 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Other  Digestive  Diseases  .... 

12 

1 

1 

2 

3 

5 

6 

6 

7 

Nephritis 

15 

7 

8 

8 

7 

1 

Premature  Birth . 

6 

6 

r 

4 

2 

3 

Congenital  Debility,  Birth 

Injury  and  other  Infant 

Diseases 

10 

10 

\ 

5 

5 

6 

Road  Traffic  Accidents  ... 

4 

1 

1 

2 

3 

1 

4 

Suicide 

7 

5 

2 

5 

2 

1 

Other  Violent  Causes 

7 

1 

3 

3 

6 

1 

4 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

42 

3 

4 

4 

31 

18 

24 

17 

TOTALS 

466 

28 

3 

4 

7 

17 

130 

277 

254 

212 

138 

Table  IV.  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  SPENBOROUGH  URBAN  DISTRICT  for  1939-44 
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Net  deaths  belonging  to 

the  District 

0 

Under  one  year  i  At  all  ages 

9JBH 

15-4 

14-9 

13-3 

12-8 

13-3 

137 

jaqmnjq 

487 

529 

479 

447 

455 

466 

sqpiq  0001 
J9d  9}B£] 

O  Tf-  rr)  (J\  Q\ 

6-  o  do  rb  <b  iL 

rO  -5*-  ro  uo  cn  "3- 

J9quin]q 

18 

20 

19 

27 

16 

28 

joujsiq  9qj  ui 
paiajsiSgj  ;ou  sju9pis9.i 
jo  sqjB9Q  aiqmajsumj^ 

• 

u->  — i  vi->  oo  <o  m 

U-)  u~>  in  Th 

joijjsiq  aqj  ui 
paiajsiSaj  sjuapissj-uou 
jo  sqjBSQ  9jqm9jsumx 

vO  U9  00  '  O 

Total  Deaths 
registered  in  the 
District 

9-1 

10-8 

9-2 

87 

91 

• 

9.5 

jgquinjq 

329 

384 

329 

287 

311 

32$f 

Births 

9JBH 

13-3 

13  9 

13  8 

14*4 

13-8 

17.2 

jgqmnjq 

484 

495  1 

496 

503 

472 

585 

JU9^  qo^9  jo  ajppiui 
o;  p9jBmijs9  uoijBjndoj 

36260 

35540 

35810 

34960 

34090 

34040 

HV3A 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

Area  of  District  in  Acres  (Land  and  Inland  Water)  ....  _ _  8253 

Total  Population  at  all  ages  (Census  1931)  ....  ....  .  30963 

Estimated  Population  by  Registrar  General  (Mid.  1944)  .....  .  34040 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  _  ....  .  .  .  11963 


Table  V.  CAUSES  OF  INFANTILE  MORTALITY  IN  SPENBOROUGH  URBAN  DISTRICT,  1944 
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Table  VI. 

Infantile  and  Maternal  Mortality  Rates  of  Spenborough 
District  for  the  past  20  years 

Infant  Maternal 
Infant  Maternal  Mortality  Mortality 


Year 

Births 

Deaths 

Deaths 

Rate 

Rate 

1925a 

498 

37 

4 

74 

8.0 

1926 

451 

25 

2 

55 

4.4 

1927 

434 

33 

3 

76 

6.9 

1928 

438 

22 

1 

50 

2.3 

1929 

442 

35 

2 

79 

4.5 

1930 

413 

18 

Nil 

44 

— 

1931 

396 

31 

2 

78 

4.9 

1932 

379 

27 

1 

71 

2.5 

1933 

396 

15 

2 

38 

4.9 

1934 

338 

16 

Nil 

47 

— 

1935 

378 

15 

3 

39 

7.9 

1936 

374 

26 

Nil  ' 

70 

— 

1937 

400 

38 

5 

93 

12.2 

1938 

462 

30 

Nil 

66 

— 

1939 

484 

18 

Nil 

37 

— 

1940 

495 

20 

5 

40.4 

9.6 

1941 

496 

19 

2 

38.3 

3.8 

1942 

503 

27 

Nil 

53.7 

— 

1943 

472 

16 

2 

33.9 

4.0 

1944 

585 

28 

Nil 

47.9 

— 

a — Ante- Natal  Centre  opened 
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AMBULANCE  SERVICE 

The  Ambulance  Service  has  now  become  firmly  estab¬ 
lished  as  an  integral  part  of  the  Health  Services.  During  the 
year  a  total  of  1,349  removals  were  undertaken,  this 
representing  a  considerable  increase  from  the  figure  in  the 
previous  year  (971).  The  resuscitating  apparatus  installed 
in  the  Rolls  Royce  ambulances  has  proved  invaluable  on  a 
number  of  occasions  and  has  resulted  in  a  number  of  lives 
being  saved.  On  one  occasion,  oxygen  and  carbon  dioxide 
were  administered  continuously  to  a  patient  for  a  period  of 
five  hours,  both  before  and  during  the  journey  to  hospital, 
with  excellent  results.  On  a  number  of  occasions,  the 
service  has  been  made  available  to  residents  in  neighbouring 
authorities. 


HOSPITALS 

(a)  Fever.  The  district  is  served  by  three  hospitals  each  of 
which  also  receives  patients  from  an  area  outside  Spenborough. 
Each  hospital  is  administered  by  a  Joint  Hospital  Board, 
the  members  of  which  are  appointed  by  the  constituent 
authorities.  Only  one  of  these  hospitals  (North  Bierley 
Isolation  Hospital)  is  situated  within  the  Spenborough 
boundary ;  the  others  being  Crossley  Hospital  situated  in 
Mirfield,  and  the  Oakwell  Hospital  in  Birstall.  These 
hospitals  generally  accept  only  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and 
Diphtheria,  but  occasionally  when  wards  are  available,  cases 
of  Enteric  Fever  and  Cerebro  Spinal  Fever  are  also 
admitted. 

This  somewhat  unusual  system  developed  with  the 
expansion  of  Spenborough  as  the  result  of  amalgamation  of 
districts.  Whilst  the  number  of  beds  available  for  infectious 
disease  is  reasonably  adequate,  the  system  is  most  unecon¬ 
omic  and  raises  difficulties  of  administration  which  do  not 
tend  to  facilitate  an  efficient  service.  It  may  well  be  that  the 
general  post  war  reorganisation  of  hospital  services  visualised 
by  the  Ministry  of  Health  may  result  in  some  improvement 
in  the  local  arrangements  ;  but  if  this  is  not  the  case,  I  feel 
that  the  Health  Committee  should  seriously  consider  the 
advisability  of  centralising  their  arrangements  for  dealing  with 
cases  of  infectious  disease  in  one  hospital  which  would  meet 
the  needs  of  the  entire  district.  In  this  hospital  a  clinical 
laboratory  should  be  established  and  a  member  of  the 
Council’s  medical  staff  should  be  the  Resident  Medical 
Superintendent.  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  such  an  arrange¬ 
ment  would  result  in  increased  efficiency. 
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(b)  Smallpox.  A  Smallpox  Block  is  attached  to  the  Crossley 
Hospital.  This  contains  40  beds  and  has  been  maintained  by 
the  Joint  Hospital  Board  in  a  sound  and  well-equipped 
condition.  In  addition  20  beds  are  available  in  the  Oakwell 
Smallpox  Block  to  receive  patients  from  the  Birkenshaw  and 
Gomersal  areas. 

(c)  Tuberculosis.  Patients  suffering  from  Tuberculosis  and 
contacts  are  under  the  care  of  the  West  Riding  County 
Council.  The  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  for  out-patients  is  held 
at  the  Old  Town  Hall,  Knowler  Hill,  Liversedge,  where  a 
West  Riding  Tuberculosis  Officer  attends  once  weekly  to 
conduct  examinations.  When  hospital  treatment  is  necessary 
arrangements  are  under  the  control  of  the  West  Riding 
County  Council. 

(d)  Maternity.  Provision  is  made  for  the  admission  to  the 
Staincliffe  Maternity  Hospital  or  the  Leeds  Maternity 
Hospital  of  cases  where  there  is  illness  during  the  ante-natal 
period,  where  an  abnormality  is  expected  or  where  home 
conditions  are  unsatisfactory.  During  1944  mothers  contin¬ 
ued  to  avail  themselves  of  the  hospital  facilities  offered  to  an 
increasing  degree,  222  cases  being  admitted  under  the 
Council’s  arrangements,  compared  with  the  1940  figure  of  30. 

The  number  of  mothers  attending  the  Council’s  ante¬ 
natal  clinics  once  again  established  a  new  high  record  of  383 
compared  with  the  previous  record  figure  of  345  in  1943. 

(e)  General.  Other  patients  requiring  general  medical  or 
surgical  treatment  as  hospital  out-patients  or  in-patients  used 
the  hospitals  in  the  neighbouring  County  Boroughs  of  Leeds, 
Bradford  and  Dewsbury. 

MIDWIVES  ACT,  1936 

Midwifery  Service.  The  West  Riding  County  Council  is 
the  local  supervising  authority  under  the  various  Midwives 
Acts,  but  the  work  of  the  midwives  is  co-ordinated  through 
the  local  Health  Department.  Four  midwives  were  available 
to  Spenborough  residents  and  246  women  were  attended  in 
their  homes,  a  slight  decrease  from  the' number  in  1943  (276). 
222  mothers  were  admitted  to  hospital  for  confinement  under 
arrangements  made  by  the  Spenborough  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Committee  with  neighbouring  hospitals,  this  figure 
representing  a  further  substantial  increase  from  that  of  1943 
(136).  The  services  of  Mr.  David  Currie,  F.R.C.O.G.,  have 
once  again  been  made  available  to  the  Doctors  in  the  area  as 
Consultant  Obstetrician  and  Gynaecologist. 
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CHILD  WELFARE  CENTRES 

Record  attendances  of  babies  and  toddlers  at  the 
Council’s  Welfare  Clinics  were  established  during  1944,  the 
total  being  7,386  compared  with  6,522  in  1943.  Table  VII 
gives  the  number  of  attendances  at  each  Centre  during  the 
year. 

TABLE  VII 


Babies 

Pre-School 

Total 

Elm  Bank  ... 

...  1,485 

250 

1,735 

Birkenshaw. . . 

...  1,153 

357 

1,510 

Valley  Road... 

...  2,315 

471 

2,786 

Scholes 

230 

33 

263 

Roberttown... 

233 

139 

372 

Gomersal 

545 

175 

720 

** 

5,961 

1,425 

7,386 

Dried  Milk  and  other  products  have  been  provided  at  cost 
price,  or  free,  according  to  the  terms  of  an  income  scale  fixed 
by  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee,  and  the 
distribution  of  cod  liver  oil  and  orange  juice  has  been  contin¬ 
ued  at  the  Council’s  clinics  on  behalf  of  the  Ministry  of  Food. 
Being  convinced  of  the  great  value  to  young  children  of 
vitamin  products,  particularly  under  war-time  conditions,  the 
distribution  of  cod  liver  oil  and  orange  juice  has  been 
energetically  encouraged,  and  these  efforts  have  met  with 
considerable  successes,  as  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  the 
percentage  of  those  entitled  to  receive  these  products  who 
actually  do  receive  them  each  month  is  much  higher  than 
the  average  figure  for  all  centres  in  the  north-eastern  region. 

INFANT  LIFE  PROTECTION 

There  are  no  children  boarded  out  for  reward  with 
persons  residing  in  Spenborough.  The  Health  Visitors  keep 
a  careful  lookout  for  any  such  cases  and  the  local  press  is 
scrutinised  for  advertisements  asking  for  children  for  reward 
or  adoption.  During  the  year  a  close  liaison  was  maintained 
between  the  Department  and  the  various  Adoption  Societies, 
and  reports  upon  the  suitability  of  homes  for  the  reception  of 
adopted  children  have  been  made  from  time  to  time.  When 
adoptions  have  been  completed  the  homes  are  visited  regularly 
by  the  Health  Visitors  and  suitable  advice  is  offered. 
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ORTHOPAEDIC  WORK 


The  Spenborough  Cripples  League  which  is  held  at  the 
Ellison  Clinic,  Cleckheaton,  has  again  rendered  valuable 
assistance  to  the  Department  in  affording  treatment  to 
children  and  mothers  referred  to  them.  The  orthopaedic 
work  is  carried  out  under  the  supervision  of  Mr.  James 
Phillips  of  Bradford.  During  the  year  127  children  showing 
bone  deformities  or  requiring  massage,  light,  or  similar 
treatment  have  been  referred  to  the  clinic  with  excellent 
results. 


WAR-TIME  NURSERIES 


The  two  War-time  Nurseries  in  the  area  have  continued 
to  function  satisfactorily  during  the  year  in  spite  of  recurrent 
staffing  shortages  which  appear  to  be  inevitable  under  existing 
conditions. 


Number  on  Roll 
at  1st  Jan.,  1944 
Moorend  Nursery  ...  31 

Tenlands  Nursery  ...  23 


Number  on  Roll 
at  31st  Dec.,  1944 
35 
29 


The  incidence  of  infectious  disease  in  both  nurseries  has 
been  low  and  no  serious  outbreak  has  occurred.  Apart  from 
the  incidence  of  infectious  disease,  the  progress  noted  in 
individual  children  both  physically  and  socially  was  at  times 
striking.  Whatever  the  post-war  fate  of  these  nurseries  may 
be,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  during  the  war  they  served  a 
a  very  useful  purpose,  and  afforded  an  opportunity  for  a  social 
experiment  which  has  been  more  than  justified  by  results. 
The  good  home  will  always  remain  the  best  environment  for 
the  child,  but  it  is  hard  to  believe  that  the  good  nursery  is 
not  a  distinct  improvement  upon  the  unsatisfactory  home. 


HEALTH  VISITING 

Five  Health  Visitors  are  employed  in  Spenborough,  each 
of  whom  is  also  employed  as  a  School  Nurse.  Home  visiting 
is  a  most  important  part  of  the  Health  Visitor’s  work,  and  the 
following  figures  show  how  this  has  steadily  increased  since 

1941. 


1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

Visits  to  babies  under  1  year  2,644 
Visits  to  children  over  1  year 

2,963 

3,158 

3,283 

but  under  school  age  2,938 

3,028 

2,960 

3,002 

Visits  to  expectant  mothers  179 

200 

114 

192 

5,761 

6,191 

6,232 

6,477 
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NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

9 

The  total  number  of  infectious  diseases  notified  to  the 
Health  Department  during  the  year  was  1,002.  Of  the§e  532 
were  cases  of  chickenpox  occurring  in  all  parts  of  the  district, 
mainly  during  the  first,  second  and  third  quarters.  110  cases 
of  Scarlet  Fever  occurred  during  the  year,  a  substantially 
lower  figure  than  for  1942  and  1943,  when  there  were  180 
and  257  cases  respectively.  There  were  32  cases  of  Diph¬ 
theria,  10  less  than  in  1943,  and  one  resultant  death. 

Facilities  for  immunisation  against  diphtheria  have  again 
been  made  available  at  all  the  Council’s  clinics  resulting  in 
333  children  being  immunised. 

Table  VIII  shows  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious 
disease  occurring  during  the  year  divided  into  age  groups  and 
wards,  whilst  Table  IX  divides  these  cases  into  areas  and 
quarters  of  the  year.  Table  X  shows  the  notifications  of 
infectious  disease  in  Spenborough  during  the  past  20  years. 

During  the  year  many  cases  of  an  epidemic  form  of 
diarrhoea  and  vomiting  have  occurred,  but  the  precise  nature 
of  these  illnesses  was  often  difficult  to  determine.  At  times 
one  of  the  dysentery  group  of  bacilli  has  been  isolated  from 
the  stools  of  affected  patients,  but  on  many  occasions  no 
organism  could  be  recovered.  Most  cases  were  of  a  mild 
nature  necessitating  only  a  few  days’  absence  from  work 
before  complete  recovery,  but  occasionally  severe  attacks 
have  been  noted  resulting  in  prolonged  disability.  Whatever 
the  precise  cause  or  causes  of  this  type  of  illness  may  be, 
there  can  be  little  doubt  that  the  disease  is  an  extremely 
infectious  one.  When  one  member  of  the  household  becomes 
affected,  almost  invariably  the  other  members  become  ill  in 
the  course  of  a  few  days.  Although  individual  cases  are 
generally  mild,  the  total  loss  of  working  time  is  serious.  In 
fact  one  would  appear  to  be  faced  with  another  epidemic 
problem  similar  in  scope  to  that  presented  by  the  common 
cold.  One  wonders  how  far  the  relaxation  in  hygienic 
control  of  the  manufacture  and  handling  of  food,  particularly 
milk,  consequent  upon  war  conditions,  may  have  contributed 
to  the  increase  in  this  type  of  complaint,  and  can  only  hope 
that  an  early  return  to  peace  time  standards  of  hygiene, 
combined  with  improved  control  over  disease  carriers  such  as 
the  house  fly,  etc.,  by  means  of  D.D.T.  will  speedily  result  in 
a  decrease  in  the  number  of  these  cases. 
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The  following  information  referring  to  the  work  of  the 
Sanitary  Department  has  been  furnished  to  me  by  Mr.  F.  W. 
Marsden,  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 


MEAT  INSPECTION. 

Public  Abattoir 

Carcases  Inspected :  Beasts  Sheep  Pigs 

3,408  12,514  520 

Total  -  17,417 


Calves 

975 


The  following  quantity  of  meat  was  condemned  as  unfit 
for  the  food  of  man. 


Tons  Cwts.  Qrs.  Lbs. 
Tuberculosis  ...  19  4  0  22 

Other  Diseases  ...  5  8  0  10 

*  ~  .  _  _ 

Total  ...  24  12  1  4 


MILK  SUPPLY. 

During  the  year  under  review,  the  work  on  the  super¬ 
vision  of  the  production  and  distribution  of  milk  has  been 
continuously  carried  out.  On  the  whole,  the  state  of 
cleanliness  found  at  the  farms  has  been  satisfactory, 
considering  the  shortage  of  adequate  labour.  Increased 
efforts  in  cattle  food  production  have  made  an  extra  demand 
on  the  time  of  the  labour  employed,  and  it  is  gratifying  to 
have  to  report  that,  in  spite  of  this,  milk  producers  have 
given  attention  to  the  measures  required  in  the  production  of 
clean  milk,  and  it  has  not  been  found  necessary  to  take 
strong  action  against  any  milk  producer. 

The  following  figures  give  particulars  of  registrations 
applicable  to  production  and  distribution. 

Registration  of  Producers  and  Retailers 


Registered  Cowkeepers  ...  ...  85 

Registered  Producers  (Retail)  ...  ...  82 

Registered  Producers  (Wholesale)  ...  3 

Registered  Retailers  (Non  Producers) 

residing  in  the  area ...  ...  ...  18 

Registered  Retailers  from  other  areas  ...  5 


Milk  (Special  Designations)  Orders,  1936-41. 

Inspections  under  the  above  Orders  are  carried  out  by 
the  Department,  and  during  the  last  two  months  of  the  year 
six  farmers  expressed  a  desire  to  qualify  as  producers  of 
“Accredited”  milk.  Schedules  were  prepared  giving  details 
of  work  and  equipment  necessary  to  bring  the  premises  up 
to  the  required  standard.  Tenant  farmers  had  difficulty  in 
persuading  the  owners  to  carry  out  the  necessary  improve¬ 
ments  to  buildings  or  even  to  bear  a  portion  of  the  cost. 
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Since  the  introduction  of  proposals  by  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  that  all  ordinary  milk  should  be  pasteurised,  it  is 
anticipated  that  more  applications  from  farmers  to  produce 
accredited  milk  will  be  received.  This  will  lead  to  an 
improvement  in  the  local  milk  supply.  ' 

Number  of  licences  in  force — 

To  produce  “Tuberculin  Tested”  milk  ...  2 

To  produce  “Accredited”  milk  ...  ...  20 


MILK  SAMPLING. 

Considerable  time  has  been  spent  in  this  branch  of  the 
work  as  the  following  tables  of  samples  taken  indicate. 

Every  producer  is  notified  of  the  result  of  any  sample 
taken  from  his  supply.  In  the  case  of  an  unsatisfactory 
sample  the  farm  is  visited  and  advice  given  as  to  the  probable 
cause.  Throughout  the  year  many  visits  were  made  to  farms 
during  milking  time  to  see  that  the  provisions  of  the  Milk  and 
Dairies  Order  were  being  complied  with.  Infringements 
were  dealt  with  by  verbal  cautions,  and  on  the  whole,  farmers 
were  always  willing  to  co-operate  with  the  Department. 

Quite  apart  from  the  work  by  this  Department,  the 
County  Council  take  samples  from  producers  of  Tuberculin 
Tested  and  Accredited  milk,  and  I  give  below  the  results  of 
work  carried  out  by  this  Council,  and  also  the  results  of 
samples  taken  by  the  County  Council  as  the  Licensing 
Authority  for  the  above  two  grades  of  milk. 


The  following  details  relate  to  the  samples  of  milk  taken 
and  submitted  for  examination  and  the  result. 


Tuberculin  Tested 

Accredited 

Ordinary 


Not 

Satisfactory  Satisfactory  Total 
4  —  4 

47  5  52 

191  50  241 


Pasteurised  and  Heat  Treated. 

Not 

Satisfactory  Satisfactory 

Pasteurised— 

Plate  Count  5  1 ) 

Phosphatase  Test  6  i 


Heat  Treated — 

Plate  Count  17  111 

Phosphatase  Test  9  19 1 


Total 

6 

28 
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School  Milk 

Not 


Satisfactory 

Satisfactory 

Total 

Pasteurised — 

Plate  Count 

2 

1 

o 

Phosphatase  Test 

1 

2  j 

3 

Heat  Treated — 

Plate  Count 

17 

5l 

22 

Phosphatase  Test 

14 

8f 

Samples  taken  by  the  W.  R.  County  Council 
as  the  Licensing  Authority. 

“Miik  Special  Designation  Orders,”  1936-1941. 

Not 

Satisfactory  Satisfactory  Total 
Tuberculin  Tested  1  —  1 

Accredited  18  3  21 

WATER  SAMPLES. 

Not 

Satisfactory  Satisfactory  Doubtful 
Bacteriological  15  -  1  2 

Chemical  _21 _ — _ — 

36  1  2 

VISITS  AND  INSPECTIONS  CARRIED  OUT. 


Infectious  Diseases  ... 

...  335 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds 

...  396 

Factories  ... 

...  148 

Workshops 

13 

Bakehouses  (Factory) 

28 

Bakehouses  (Non- Factor y) 

3 

Food  Premises 

...  311 

Van  Dwellings 

3 

Public  Abattoir 

...  579 

Refuse  Tips  and  Destructor 

...  380 

Housing  Acts 

...  272 

Public  Health  Acts  and  Nuisances 

...  2175 

Miscellaneous 

...  712 

Butchers’  Shops 

...  29 

Shop  Acts  ... 

...  210 

A.  R.  P.  ...  ...  ... 

...  39 

Rats  and  Mice  Destruction 

...  399 

Milk  and  Water  Sampling 

...  405 

Verminous  Premises... 

...  138 

Interviews  ... 

...  113 

6,688 


Table  VIII.  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  occurring  in  Spenborough  Urban  District 

classified  according  to  Age  Groups  and  Wards,  1944 _ 
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DISEASE 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

Diphtheria 

Pneumonia 

Chicken  Pox 
Measles 

Whooping  Cough 

Erysipelas 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Ophthalmia  Neonal 
Cerebro  Spinal  Fevt 
Glandular  Fever 
Malaria 

Totals 

Table  IX.  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  occurring  in  Spenborough  Urban  District 

classified  according  to  Areas  and  Quarters  1944 
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Table  X.  NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  in  Spenborough  Urban  District,  1925-44 
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The  Tuberculosis  service  in  Spenborough  is  administered 
by  the  West  Riding  County  Council,  and  a  weekly  clinic  is 
held  in  the  Council  Offices,  Knowler  Hill,  Liversedge.  33 
cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  notified  for  the  first  time  during 
the  year.  The  following  Table  gives  particulars  of  the  age 
groups  of  new  cases  notified,  together  with  similar  informa¬ 
tion  regarding  the  7  deaths  which  occurred  from  this  disease 
during  the  year. 


Table  XI. 


New 

Cases 

Deaths 

Age  Periods 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0  . 

1  . 

3 

5  . 

1 

1 

2 

10  . 

15  . 

20  . 

1 

1 

1 

25 

6 

2 

2 

1 

35  . . . 

4 

5 

1 

45  . 

1 

1 

1 

55  . 

2 

1 

1 

1 

65  and  upwards 

1 

Totals 

15 

9 

8 

1 

3 

2 

2 

Totals 
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The  following  Table  gives  the  number  of  cases  of 
Tuberculosis  on  the  register  on  December  31st,  194$^ 


Table  XII. 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Total 

Males  ...  97 

47 

144 

Ferqales  ...  71 

39 

110 

Totals...  168 

86 

254 

Nine  notifications  were  received  of  admission  of  persons 

suffering  from  Tuberculosis  to  Sanatoria  and  four  discharges. 

The  following  are  the  Institutions 

to  which  Tuberculosis 

patients  were  sent : — 

Admissions 

Discharges 

Form  I 

Form  II 

Middleton-in-Wharfedale 

5 

1 

Scotton  Banks 

1 

1 

Crook  Hall  Recovery  Home 

...  3 

2 

Totals  ... 

9 

4 

% 


* 


